
“…continued research, and international 
collaboration are bringing us to a 
broader conceptualization of the human 
values and issues associated with 
wilderness protection.” (Leopold 
Institute Charter)

Through Fulbright sponsorship to  lecture 
and study wilderness policy at the 
University of Lapland, Finland, and study 
the relationship between wilderness 
protection and traditional means of 
livelihood among northern cultures.

Through Fulbright sponsorship to review and 
provide input to the protected area program 
at the University of São Paulo, Brasil, and 
conduct a workshop with federal and state 
managers, NGOs and academia to identify 
wilderness attributes, values, threats and 
stakeholders of wilderness in Brasil.

International collaboration to prioritize research and monitoring



“…continued research, and international 
collaboration are bringing us to a 
broader conceptualization of the human 
values and issues associated with 
wilderness protection.” (Leopold 
Institute Charter)

Through collaborations with Forest Service 
Office of International Programs and 
USAID/Madagascar to develop monitoring 
frameworks to evaluate the impacts of 
timber harvest on biodiversity in protected 
areas of Madagascar

International collaboration to prioritize research and monitoring



Through providing a 
focus on wilderness in 
the Circumpolar North, 
and trying to understand 
the current and 
anticipated priority 
research and education 
issues surrounding 
wilderness protection 
among northern cultures.

Leadership in Circumpolar North 

Wilderness prioritization of research and 

monitoring



Through providing leadership on 
identifying important attributes 
of wilderness to protect, the 
threats to these attributes, the 
range of wilderness values and 
identifying stakeholders in South 
Africa wilderness protection; and 
through collaboration at the 
University of Natal on 
international wilderness training 

Defining wilderness in other cultures



Through Fulbright and Bureau of Land Management 
sponsorship to  the Komarov Botanical Institute, 
the Russian Academy of Sciences and Kamchatka 
protected areas, to exchange information on 
sustainable development and community 
relationships surrounding National Nature Reserves

International exchange of ideas 

on sustainable development



Through collaborations with Forest Service Office of International Programs and USAID/Zambia, to evaluate opportunities to 
reduce deforestation, increase cooking and heating efficiency, and improve public health 

International exchange of ideas on sustainable development

Through collaborations with Forest Service Office of International Programs and USAID/Tanzana, to provide an analytical review of conservation-
based livelihoods in support of their Country Development Cooperation Strategy. 



The Research Application Program 
of the Leopold Institute 
“…distributes information to 
scientists, students, and members 
of the public, both nationally and 
internationally” (Leopold Institute 
Charter, 2005)

URL: http://leopold.wilderness.net/

Through facilitating 
international exchange of 

information and ideas through 
editorial leadership, scientific 
contributions, and distribution 
of the International Journal 

of Wilderness

Facilitating science information to all people of the world



Through research to describe visitor 
experiences and influences on these 
experiences in Arctic Parks of Nunavut in 
the Eastern Arctic of Canada.

Engaging in research teams to define wilderness in other countries



Through facilitating international 
exchange of information and 

ideas through the World 
Wilderness Congress (WWC)

•6th WWC, Bangalore, India

•7th WWC, Port Elizabeth, South 
Africa

•8th WWC, Anchorage, Alaska, 
USA

•9th WWC, Merida, Yucatan, 
Mexico

•10th WWC, Salamanca, Spain

Science symposium leadership, 
program committee, sponsoring 
international students, publishing 
proceedings, organizing poster 
sessions, plenary sessions and 
Congress training.

Through participation and dialogue in diverse international 
management, science and policy forums

•IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas

•The Wilderness Task Force 

•The Wild Planet Project

•World Parks Congress

•World Conservation Congresses

Leadership in international Congresses and IUCN



Through collaboration with European scientists and 

managers to study non-intervention areas in Germany and 

the Czech Republic, to address the European Union call for 

increased wilderness protection

Intergovernmental consultation on setting 

wilderness protection targets



Intragovernmental consultation to inform US foreign assistance

Through collaborations with Forest Service Office of International Programs and USAID to evaluate 

diverse topics in the context of US foreign assistance, such as climate change vulnerability, 

sustainable water management, biodiversity, forestry, and protected areas

Liberia Côte d’Ivoire Côte d’IvoireAngola

Nigeria Lake Chad West Africa



EXAMPLE OF COOPERATORS ON 
INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

Academy of Finland

Fulbright and the Council on 
International Exchange of Scholars

University of Lapland, Finland

Finnish Forest Research Institute

Parks Canada

CONANP - Mexico

Australian Academy of Sciences

Department of Conservation, New 
Zealand

Wilderness Foundation of South 
Africa

The Wilderness Action Group of 
South Africa

WILD Foundation

Wildland Research Institute,Leeds 
University, UK

University of São Paulo, Brasil

Komarov Botanical Institute & the 
Russian Academy of Sciences

National Science Foundation, U.S.

The University of Helsinki, Finland

National Outdoor Leadership School

Circumpolar University Association

Russian Ministry of the Environment

EXAMPLE OF COOPERATORS ON 
INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

University of Salamanca, Spain

Korean Forest Service

Taiwan Forest Research Institute, 
Taipei

Taiwan Indigenous Conservation 
Territories Union

National Taitung University, Taiwan

University of Sichuan, China

Charles University, Czech Republic

Bavaria National Forest Park, 
Germany

CONANP, Mexico

List of some international cooperators


